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anters  meet  to  train,  network 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor 


Willow  Pointe  Church  in  Hattiesburg 
hosted  the  first-ever  Mississippi  Missional 
Leadership  Conference  April  28  to  taring 
together  Mississippi  Baptists'  diverse  church 
planters  and  send  them  away  with  new 
tools  to  help  reach  Mississippi  for  Jesus. 
a - »r —  to  £d  Deuschle,  director  of 


Time  Has  Come  to  Live  like  a  Missionary, 
dealt  with  exploring  »iays  that  churches 
can  work  together  to  a c  aance  the  Kingdom 
of  God  in  their  communities,  and  hew 
bask  missionary  princ  pies  can  be  used  by 
individuals,  small  groups,  and  missionary 
teams  to  network  for  evangelism,  start 
small  groups,  and  de  >>elop  new  leaders. 

Kraig  Kelsey,  executive  director  of 
PLACE  ministries  ir  Cumming,  Ga.,  dis- 


with  John  Bailey,  who  taught  how  to 
organize  networks.  Our  Hispanic  fellow¬ 
ship  met  for  five  hours,  with  leaders 
from  across  the  state.  It  was  a  real  plus  to 
have  Sena  and  Fairbanks  work  with 
them  in  their  own  language." 

One  primary  thrust  of  the  conference 
was  the  role  of  networks  in  North 
America.  According  to  Bailey,  networks 
are  reshaping  leaders  and  churches  all 


Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
the  conference  targeted  church  planters, 
ethnic  leaders,  ana  other  affinity  groups 
interested  in  networking  for  missional 
effectiveness.  Approximately  35  people 
-participated  in  the  conference. 

"Our  church  planters  are  excited  about 
the  thought  of  being  able  to  partner  with 
other  planters,  discussing  missional 
strategies,  and  determining  how  they  can 
best  impact  Mississippi,"  Deuschle  said. 


strategies,  and  determining  how  they  can 
best  impact  Mississippi,"  Deuschle  said. 
“This  is  a  historical  event  in  that  it  is  the 
first  tune  we've  been  able  to  pull  our 
planters  together  to  get  them  to  think 
together  missionally.  Iney  are  getting  to 
know  peopte  ttaey  didn't  even  know. 

The  event  was  a  Joint  project  Itetwedh 
the  North  American  Mission  Board 
<NAMB),  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  (MBCB),  Willow 
Pointe  Church,  and  Lamar  Association. 

With  such  an  ambitious  conference, 
leaders  were  diverse.  Fred  Wolfe,  director 
of  BARNABAS:  A  Ministry  of 
Encouragement,  and  pastor /church 
planter  in  Mobile,  Al.,  led  in  two  worship 
services  and  also  in  one  breakout  confer¬ 
ences.  His  session.  The  Externally  Focused 
Church,  dealt  with  leading  churches  to 
mobilize  laity  to  focus  externally  to  meet 
community  needs  and  share  God's  love 
through  mission  focused  activities. 

John  H.  Bailey  of  NAMB  serves  as 
leader  of  the  Missional 
Networks  Team.  His 


used  to  increase  vo:  unteerism  in  church¬ 
es.  Randy  Ferguso  i,  who  serves  on  the 
Resource  Development  and  Delivery 
Team  for  the  Church  Planting  Group  at 
NAMB,  led  a  session  on  making  disci¬ 
ples  and  developing  leaders. 

Of  special  note  were  the  ethnic  confer¬ 
ences.  Bob  Sena,  who  serves  on  the 
Strategic  Readiness  Team  in  die  area  of 
field  partner  services  for  NAMB,  led  a  con¬ 
ference  in  Church  Planter  Networks,  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  role  of  networks,  why  they  are 
needed,  why  planter*  should  be  part  of 
them,  and  how  to  decide  in  what  networks 
to  participate.  Sena  offered  this  conference 
in  Spanish,  along  with  Jess- Fairbanks, 
Hispanic  People  Groups  Coordinator  for 
NAMB.  Sara  and  Fairbanks  also  led  in  a 
Hispanic  church  planters  dialogue. 

Dino  Senesi,  formerly  affiliated  with 
the  South  Carolina  Baptist  Convention 
on  their  church  planting  team,  currently 
serves  as  a  mentor,  coach,  and  organizer 
of  Church  Planter  Networks.  He  led  the 
same  conference  for  networks  as  did 
Sena  and  Fairbanks. 

"This  conference  pointed  out  the  diver¬ 
sity  of  our  Baptist  churches  in  Mississippi*" 
Deuschle  said.  "To  reach  Mississippi  will 
take  all  sorts  of  people. 

"Look  at  our  Hispanic  participants," 
Deuschle  continued.  "We  offered  three 
hours  of  training 


for  peer-to-peer  learning  opportunities, 
relationships,  and  mission  partnerships, 
planters  and  pastors  alike  are  seeking  net¬ 
working  opportunities  to  enhance  their 
capacity  to  lead  their  churches  and  fulfill 
their  callings.  A  growing  number  of  lead¬ 
ers  are  willing  to  invest  time  and  money 
in  order  to  interact  with  their  peers  under 
the  guidance  of  an  individual  who  brings 
immediate  help  or  has  the  ability  to  assist 
them  in  their  journey.  Networks  are  built 
cm  four  convictions:  First  that  Scripture 
commands  to  make  disciples  erf  all  peo¬ 
ples;  second,  that  North  America  is  a  mis¬ 
sion  field;  third,  that  the  church  is  God's 
chosen  vehicle  for  taking  the  Gospel  to  the 
nations;  and  fourth,  that  the  church's  mis¬ 
sion  assignment  is  a  God-sized  task  that 
can  only  l>e  accomplished  by  His  super¬ 
natural  power  ana  in  cooperation  with 
other  Acts  1:8  partners. 

"We  hope  that  this  is  the  first  of  many 
other  events,"  said  Deuschle.  "We'd  like 
to  have  regional  network  gatherings  in 
the  future. 


For  more  information  on  this  conference  an 
the  work  of  the  Church  Planting  Departmen 
contact  Deuschle  at  (601)  292-336 


contact  Deuschle  at  (601 )  292-3361  or  toll  free 
outside  Jackson  at  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  224; 
email  edeuschle@mbcbujrg.  For  information  cm 
church  planting  networks,  visit  NAMB's  web- 
site,  wurw.churchplanti- 
-  ngoillage.net. 


■  '  ■  - 

t  1 

*  m 

iM  \  \ 

m 

■  .  ■ 

a  1 

UNITY  IN  DIVERSITY  —-The  diversity  of  Mississippi  Baptists  is  seen  in  this  informal  photograph  of  several  church  planters,  eth¬ 
nic  workers,  and  other  missions!  church  leaders  assembled  at  Willow  Pointe  Church,  Hattiesburg,  for  the  Mississippi  Missiona 
Leadership  Conference  April  28.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 
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That  smell  isn’t  coming 

..w 


jLtJL  Leader  Harry  Reid  upon  the 
December  2  opening  of  the  Capitol 
Visitor  Center  (CVC)  near  the  U.S. 
Capitol  in  Washington,  D.C: 


melt  the  tourists  (anting  into  the 
Capitol,  and  that  may  he  descrip¬ 
tive  but  it's.  true.  Well,  that  is  no 
longer  going  to  be  necessary. 

Reid's  candid  assessment  of 
the  people  who  paid  for  the 
magnificent  facility  was  the 
unfortunate  highlight  of  the 
grand  opening.  Now  there's 
another  unfortunate  highlight, 

"For  months,  widespread 
reports  of  a  scrubbing  of  refer¬ 
ences  to  our  religious  heritage 
from  the  CVC  have  been  drculat- 


maneuvering,  an  | 

undercurrent  by 

some  contingents  to 
expel  all  things  reli¬ 
gious  from  the  public 
square  is  evident." 

Among  die  items  of 
religious  neritage  list¬ 
ed  as  missing  from  the 
CVC  by  Carbon  is  the 
text  of  the  Pledge  of 
Allegienee,  which  con¬ 
tains  the  phrase,  "One 
nation,  under  God." 
He  also  reports  that  a 
CVC  engraving  had  to 
be  quickly  plastered 
over  because  "E 
Pluribus  Unum" 
(Latin  for  "Out  of  the 
Many,  One")  was 
described  as  the 
Nation's  Motto. 

"In  God  We  Trust," 


NOW  OPEN  —  Emancipation  Hall 
ing  ceremonies  of  die  new  HR-  MK- 

D.C.  (Special  photo  courtesy  of  Architect  of  the  Laptloly 
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William  H.  mation  upon  my  visit.  The  six- 

Perkins  Tr.  year,  $621  million  project,  a 

c ...  1  580,000-square-foot  under- 

caitor  ground  complex  beneath  the 

eastern  side  or  the  Capitol,  might 
best  be  described  as  an  insult  to  our 
nation's  rich  religious  heritage  and  our 
founding  fathers'  acknowledgment  of  and 
reliance  upon  God,"  wrote  Doug  Carlson,  a 
staffer  in  the  Washington,  D.C.  office  of  the 
Ethics  and  Religious  Liberty  Commission 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  which 
is  headquartered  in  Nashville. 

"To  be  certain  not  to  overlook  any- 


Nation's  Motto,  officially  replacing  "E 
Pluribus  Unum"  by  an  act  of  Congress 
more  than  50  years  ago. 

Rick  Tyler,  founding  director  Of 
Renewing  American  Leadership  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  wrote  in  the  March  2009 
issue  of  Focus  on  the  Family's  publication 
Citizen  that  at  least  one  document  cm  dis¬ 
play  omits  the  original  wording,  "...in  the 
year  of  our  Lord..."  All  the  document's 
other  wording  is  accurate,  but  "...in  the 
year  of  our  Lora...,"  is  absent 

"Missing  from  the  CVC  is  Benjamin 
Franklin's  call  to  prayer  at  the 
Constitutional  Convention,  presidential 
proclamations  calling  our  nation  to  days 
of  prayer,  fasting,  thanksgiving,  and 
remembrance  and  most  significantly 
demonstrated  in  the  close  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  where  the 
(signers)  make  an  appeal  to  the  'Supreme 
Judge  of  the  World  for  the  rectitude  of 
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"To  be  certain  not  to  overlook  any¬ 
thing  I  inquired  of  multiple  CVC  staff 
whether  the  center  includes  references 
to  our  nation's  religious  heritage.  The 
four  echoed  similar  refrains:  'No,  not 
really.  I  don't  think  it  includes  any¬ 
thing,’"  Cariscn  wrote.  "Whether  tne 
whitewashing  of  om  religious  heritage 
has  been  careless  oversight  or  calculated 


(their)  intentions'  and  declare  'with  a 
Firm  Reliance  on  the  Protection  of  divine 
Providence,  we  mutually  pledge  to  each 
other  our  Lives,  our  Fortunes,  and  our 
sacred  Honor/"  wrote  Tyler. 

How  could  the  planners  of  this  mas¬ 
sive  recounting  of  American  history  acci¬ 
dentally  leave  out  so  many  religious  ref¬ 
erences  that  are  so  important  to  the 
development  of  this  country?  The  answer 
is  —  it  couldn't  have  been  unintentional. 

There  are  forces  in  America  today  that 
would  like  nothing  better  than  to  wipe  away 
all  references  to  religion  from  Bus  country  s 
public  life  and  discourse,  and  those  forces 
are  growing.  That's  not  alarmist;  that's  a 
feet  The  CVC  scandal  is  proof. 

When  will  we  have  the  boldness  to 
assert  ffie  truth  that  we  are,  indeed,  "One 
nation,  under  God?"  Hopefully  we'll 
stand  up  and  be  counted  before  iP s  too 
late,  but  time  is  slipping  away. 


Hate  crimes  bill  could  put  Christians  in  crosshairs 
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WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (BP 
and  local  reports)  —  The  US. 
House  of  Representatives  easily 
approved  hate  crimes  protec¬ 
tions  for  homosexuals  and 
transgendered  individuals  that 
opponents  believe  could  sen- 
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The  House  voted  249-175  for 
the  I  ora!  Law  Enforcement 


H.R.  1913,  which  would 
"sexual  orientation"  and  "gen¬ 
der  identity"  to  die  current  cat 
egories  —  such  as  race,  religion, 
and  national  origin  -  that  are 
protected  from  hate  crimes. 

Sexual  orientation  includes 
homosexuality,  while  gender 
identity,  or  transgendered  sta¬ 
tus,  takes  in  transsexuals  and 
cross-dresaers 

The  strong  House  majority 
supporting  the  bill  consisted 
of  231  Democrats  and  18 
Republicans.  Seventeen 

Democrats  joined  158  GOP 
members  in  voting  against 
the  measure. 

Mississippi  Democratic 

Congressman  Bennie  Thompson 
voted  in  favor  of  die  legislation, 
while  Mississippi  Democratic 
Congressmen  Travis  Childers 


.  .  .. 

The  Baptist  Record 


and  Gene  Tkylor  voted  against 
the  measure  as  did  Republican 
Greg  Harper.  Childers  and 
Haiper  are  members  of 
MtaMBB^ipi  Baptist  churches. 

The  legislation  awaits 
action  in  the  Senate,  which 
passed  a  similar  measure  in 
2007.  President  Obama  has 
indicated  he  will  sign  the  bill 


Evangelical  Christian  and 
conservator  leaders  expressed 
dismay  over  the  April  29  vote. 
They  warn  the  legislation,  when 
combined  with  existing  law, 
could  cause  problems  for 
Christians  who  espouse  the  bib¬ 
lical  teaching-  that  homosexual 
behavior  and  other  sexual  rela¬ 
tions  outside  marriage  are  sinful. 

For  instance,  if  a  person  com¬ 
mits  a  violent  act  baaed  mi  a  vic¬ 
tim's  sexual  orientation  after 
hearing  the  Bible's  teaching  that 
homosexual  behavior  is  a  sin, 
the  teacher  or  preacher  could  be 
charged  with  inducing  a  person 
to  commit  die  crime,  some  crit¬ 
ics  of  the  legislation  say. 

"Make  no  ,niatake  about  it  — 
the  House  of  Representatives  has 
voted  to  condemn  the  belief  that 
homosexuality  and  many  other 

'i-  vt-  1  t:., 

_ _ : _ . 


biblically  offensive  sexual  behav¬ 
iors  are  contrary  to  God's 
design,"  said  Barren  Duke,  vice 
president  for  public  policy  at  the 
Ethics  &  Religious  Liberty 
Commission  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  in  Nashville. 

vNo  one  should  engage  in 
acts  of  violence  against  some¬ 
one  merely  because  he  is  a 


homosexu 


a  person's  religiously  held 
beliefs  about  homosexuality 
serve  as  grounds  for  federal 
prosecution,"  Duke  said. 

Supporters  Of  the  legislation 
deny  it  would  target  religious 
freedom  and  free-speech  rights. 
The  bill  includes  language  say¬ 
ing  it  wUl  not  "be  construed  to 
prohibit  any  expressive  con¬ 
duct  protected  from  legal  pro- 
hibition  by,  or  any  activities 
protected  by  the  Constitution." 

Some  evangelicals  —  such 
as  Joel  Hunter,  a  former  United 
Methodist  minister  and  current 
pastor  of  12,000- member 
Northland,  A  Church 
Distributed,  in  Orlando,  FI.; 
ethics  professor  bavid  Gushee 


identity; 


oral  behav-  President  Jim  Wallis  —  issued 
to  God's  endorsements  on  the  day  the 
Duke,  vice  bill  was  approved 
obey  at  the  "I  would  think  that  the  follow 

s  Liberty  ers  of  Jesus  would  be  first  in  line 
Southern  to  protect  any  group  from  hate 
Nashville,  crimes,"  Hunter  said  in  a  release 
engage  in  issued  by  Faith  in  Public  Life,  a 
inst  some-  left-leaning  organization  promot 
e  he  is  a  ing  faith  in  Hie  public  arena. 


usly  held  of  conservative  religious  people 
osexuality  to  voice  passionately  their  inter¬ 
ior  federal  pretations  of  their  scriptures  and 
said.  protects  their  fellow  citizens  from 

legislation  physical  attack" 

»t  religious  The  legislation  would  autho¬ 
red!  rights,  rize  the  U  S.  attorney  general  to 
guage  say-  provide  assistance  to  state  and 
mstrued  to  local  offidals  in  the  investiga- 
ssive  con-  tion  and  prosecution  of  hate 
i  legal  pro-  crimes.  The  bill  says  a  hate 
r  activities  crime  is  one  "motivated  by 
istitution."  prejudice  based  or.  the  actual  or 
Is  —  such  perceived  race,  color,  religion, 
flier  United  national  origin,  gender;  sexual 
ind  current  orientatioa  gender  identity,  or 
JO-memher  disability  of  the  victim  or  is  a 
Church  violation  of  the  State,  local,  or 
lando,  FI.;  Tribal  hate  crime  laws." 
vid  Gushee  The  penalty  for  a  hate 
y  in  Macon,  crime  could  be  as  much  as  10 
a  Baptist  years  in  prison  ol  in  some 
Sojourners  cases,  up  to  a  life  sentence. 


May  7, 2009 


■  ■ 

‘.r 

•®",  'i  -  V* '  > 


:•  ^ 

.w 


anel  sees  more  persecution  around  world 
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k’ASHINGTON  (BP)  —  ommendations  for  the  CPC 
en  additional  countries  list,  only  the  State  Department 
jrve  recognition  as  viola-  gives  countries  drat  designa- 
of  religious  freedom,  a  tion.  Ongoing  Secretary  of 
irtisan  federal  panel  said  State  Condoleezza  Rice 


irtisan  federal  panel  said  State  Condoleezza  Kice 
:s  annual  report  May  1.  named  only  eight  countries  as 
lie  U.S.  Commission  on  CPCs  in  January:  Burma, 
■mationa!  Religious  China,  Eritrea,  Iran,  North 
sdom  (USCIRF),  which  Korea,  Saudi  Arabia,  Sudan, 
nts  as  one  of  its  commis-  and  Uzbekistan, 
icrs  Richard  Land,  presi-  The  commission  expressed 
it  of  the  Ethics  and  its  dissatisfaction  with  the 
Liberty  Commission  implementation  by  both 
the  Southern  Baptist  Democratic  and  Republican 
tvention  in  Nashville,  fee-  administrations  of  some  pro- 
mended  that  the  State  visions  of  the  1998  law  that 
jartment  name  Nigeria  as  established  USCIRF  and  die 
of  its  "countries  of  partic-  State  Department  office 
r  concern"  (CPCs),  a  desig-  regarding  international  reli- 
ion  reserved  for  foreign  gious  liberty.  It  cited  the  nam- 
emments  that  have  partic-  mg  of  only  eight  CPCs  and 
ted  in  or  tolerated  "partic-  the  sancH  oning  of  only  Entrea 
rly  severe"  riolations  of  exclusively  under  the 
liberty.  International  Religious 

commission  also  Freedom  Act  (IRFA). 
led  six  countries  to  its  In  addition,  two  other 
atch  list"  —  Laos,  Russia,  CPCs  received  waivers  from 
nalia,  Tajikistan,  Turkey  the  Bush  administration  pre- 
1  Venezuela.  USCIRF  venting  penalties, 
nes  countries  to  its  watch  "The  commission  hopes 
that  do  not  reach  the  level  that  the  new  administration 
CPCs  but  "require  close  will  take  a  new  approach  to 
•rtitoring  due  to  the  nature  presidential  actions  under 
1  extent5,  of  abuses  of  reli-  IRFA,  ending  the  practice  of 
.us  freedom.  relying  on  pre-existing, 

Other  governments  already  already  existing,  sanctions 
the  watch  list  were  those  that  do  not  address  the  specif- 
Afghanistan,  Belarus,  ic  freedom  abuses,"  USCIRF 
ba,  Egypt,  and  Indonesia.  Chair  Felice  Gaer  said  at  a 
Nigeria  joins  12  other  Washington  news  conference, 
antries  previously  recom-  IRFA  requires  the  president 
by  the  commission  to  take  specific  actions  regard- 


"The  commission  hopes 
that  the  new  administration 
will  take  a  new  approach  to 
presidential  actions  under 
IRFA,  ending  the  practice  of 
relying  on  pre-existing, 
already  existing,  sanctions 
that  do  not  address  the  specif- 


Rep.  Chris  Smith,  R.-N.J.,  a 
human  rights  leader  in 
Congress,  said  the  commis¬ 
sions  report  shows  religious 
freedom  "is  under  attack 
around  the  world,  and  the  sit¬ 
uation  is  getting  worse." 

"The  ILS.  cannot  turn  away 
from  its  leadership  on  these 
issues,"  he  said  in  a  written 
statement.  "Human  rights 
should  be  a  top  priority  in 
U.S.  foreign  policy,  but  the 
early  signs  are  that  the  new 
administration  will  down¬ 
grade  it." 

President  Obama's  State 
Department  has  been  "aban- 


for  apostasy,  said  Land,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Ethics  &  Religious  Liberty 
Commission.  If  it  is  approved. 


to  death  sentences,"  he  said. 

Pakistan,  where  Taliban- 
affiliated  forces  are  making 
advances,  has  been  recom¬ 
mended  for  CPC  designation 
every  year  since  2002  without 
State  Department  agreement, 
commissioner  Elizabeth 
Prodromou  said. 

The  "threat  to  freedom  of 
religion  or  belief  in  Pakistan 
has  demonstrably  increased," 


L/Cpai  UilVlU  Iiuo  wvvil  - - — - J  - -  ' 

doning  religious  freedom,  or  she  told  reporters.  Pakistanis 
*  /j^nmnUsciTino  tf  n  ant  still  Kpiho’  mu rdpfpd  dur- 


Afghanistan,  Belarus,  ic  freedom  abuses,"  USCIRF  The  Iraqi  government, 
.a,  Egypt,  and  Indonesia.  Chair  Felice  Gaer  said  at  a  whichUSCIRF  placed  back  on 
ligerui  joins  12  other  Washington  news  conference,  its  CPC-recommended  list  in 
n tries  previously  recom-  IRFA  requires  the  president  December,  has  tolerated 
ided  by  the  commission  to  take  specific  actions  regard-  "ongoing,  severe  ^  abuses  of 
CPC  designation:  Burma,  ing  governments  designated  religious  freedom,  especially 
na,  Eritrea,  Iran,  Iraq,  as  CPCs.  He  is  provided  a  against  Christians  and  other 
*h  Korea,  Pakistan,  Saudi  range  of  options,  from  diplo-  religious  minorities,  comnus- 
bia,  Sudan,  Turkmenistan,  macy  to  economic  sanctions,  sioner  Nma  Shea  said, 
tekistan,  and  Vietnam.  The  president  also  has  the  While  overall  viplence  has 

'hough  USCIRF  makes  rec-  authority  to  waive  any  action,  diminished  m  Iraq,  incidents 


at  best  de-emphasizing  it,"  are  still  being  murdered  dur- 
Smith  said.  ing  worship,  and  females  are 

The  commission  added  "denied  equal  protection 
Nigeria  to  its  list  of  CPC  rec-  under  the  law,"  she  said, 
ommendations  after  it  "con-  The  commission  reported 
eluded  the  government  was  success  with  one  of  its  former 
tolerating"  religious  violence,  watch  list  countries.  It 
USCIRF  member  Leonard  Leo  removed  Bangladesh  from  the 
said  at  the  news  conference,  list  because  national  elections 
"There  Has  been  an  unbroken  during  the  last  year  were  not 
chain  of  sectarian  and  com-  marked  by  anti-minority  vio- 
munal  violence  the  govern-  fence,  as  had  been  true  in  the 
ment  has  not  addressed,"  he  past.  Also,  the  prime  minister 
told  reporters.  has  promised  to  protect  the 

•  -  USCIRF  commissioners  rights  of  religious  minorities 
and  staff  visited  die  African  and  to  rescind  discriminatory 
country  on  a  fact-finding  trip  policies,  commissioner 

in  March  and  April.  Michael  Cromartie  said  at  the 


are  still  being  murdered  dur¬ 
ing  worship,  and  females  are 
"denied  equal  protection 
under  the  law,"  she  said. 

The  commission  reported 
success  with  one  of  its  former 
watch  list  countries.  It 
removed  Bangladesh  from  the 
list  because  national  elections 
during  the  last  year  were  not 
marked  by  anti-minority  vio¬ 
lence,  as  had  been  true  in  the 
past.  Also,  the  prime  minister 
nas  promised  to  protect  the 
rights  of  religious  minorities 
and  to  rescind  discriminatory 


The  Iraqi  'government, 
which  USCIRF  placed  back  on 
its  CPC-recommended  list  in 
December,  has  tolerated 


ina,  Eritrea,  Iran,  Iraq, 
rth  Korea,  Pakistan,  Saudi 
ubia,  Sudan,  Turkmenistan, 
bekistan,  and  Vietnam. 
Diough  USCIRF  makes  rec- 


against  Christians  and  other 
religious  minorities,  commis¬ 
sioner  Nina  Shea  said. 

While  overall  viplence  has 
diminished  in  Iraq,  incidents 
against  religious  minorities 
have  continued,  she  said,  not¬ 
ing  that  about  half  of  the 
Christian  community  of  1.4 
million  people  has  fled  Iraq  or 
been  killed  in  recent  years. 

Of  Iran,  Richard  Land  said, 
"[GJovemment  rhetoric  and 
actions  worsened  condition- 
for  nearly  all  non-Shi  a 
[Muslim]  religious  groups, 
most  notably  for  the  Baha  is, 
as  well  as  the  Sufi  Muslims, 
evangelical  Christians  and 
members  of  the  Jewish  com¬ 
munity." 

In  September,  Iran's  gov¬ 
ernment  initiated  an  attempt 
to  invoke  capital  punishment 


ivents  victorious  : 

yUUET,  TemyBP)-j-  In  a  ^teryjOT  goupof 

md  Day  of  Prayer  ancTSee  You  at  the  Pole  events.  The 
by  U.S.  District  Judge  Robert  L.  Echols  comes  days 
the  May  7  National  Day  of  Prayer  observance  and 


tore  than  se-'en  months  after  a  controve 
rn -i-  wjfjj  Lakeview  Elementary  Schc 
“•'"nted  certain  posters  a< 
See  You  at  the  role  to  be  d 
ised  by  an  assistant  princip. 
•osiers  violated  district  policy,  the  pan 


- - - 

roversy  began  when 
School  in  Mt.  Juliet, 
advertising  last 
>e  displayed  as  sub- 
vcipal  who  said  the 
parents  covered  up 

.  *AL»  -TV,,,*  v 


ible  verses  as  well  as  phrases  such  as,  "In  God  We  Trust, 
nd  "God  Bless  America."  The  assistant  principal  says  she 
members  seeing  only  Bible  verses  and  not  the  other 
hrases  when  she  told  the  parents  that  the  posters  could- 
't  be  displayed  as  printed.  The  Christian  legal  organiza- 
ion  Alliance  Defense  subsequently  sued  the  school  on 
ehalf  of  the  parents,  claiming  the  school's  actions  —  as 
rell  as  the  school's  policy  —  violated  the  parents'  First 
nd  Fourteenth  Amendment  rights  The  school's  policy 
equires  the  posters  to  state  only  the  time,  place,  date,  and 
ocation  of  the  event  and  also  to  get  pre-approval  from  a 
chool  administrator,  usually  the  principal  or  the  director 
tf  schools  before  a  poster  is  displayed.  In  his  injunction 
trder,  Echols  said  the  parents  likely  would  succeed  in  a 
rial."Simply  Issuing  or  permitting  a  communication 
nvolving  a  religious  organization  during  school  hours 
does  not  render  the  communication  state  speech,  nor  does 
t  invariably  create  a  perception  of  endorsement  or  eoer- 
by  government  officials/"  Echols  wrote,  referencing 
he  parents'  posters  and  citing  a  Fourth  Circuit  ruling. 


news  conference. 

USCIRF  withheld  a  report 
on  Inaia,  which  was  plagued 
by  anti-Christian  violence  in 
the  state  of  Orissa  last  year. 
The  commission  plans  to  trav¬ 
el  to  India  for  the  first  time  in 
June  in  order  to  gain  informa¬ 
tion  for  its  report,  commis¬ 
sioner  Talal  Eia  said. 

The  commission's  respon¬ 
sibility  is  to  advise  the  admin¬ 
istration  and  Congress 
regarding  the  conditions  for 
reRgious  liberty  overseas.  The 

E resident  selects  three  mem- 
ers  of  the  panel,  while  con¬ 
gressional  leaders  name  the 
other  six. 

The  State  Department's 
ambassador  at  large  for  inter¬ 
national  religious  freedom 
serves  as  a  non-voting  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  commission.  An 
ambassador  has  yet  to  be 
named  in  the  Obama  admin¬ 
istration. 

USCIRF' s  report  may  be 
accessed  online  at 
www.uscirf.gov. 
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Hondurans  struggling  to  feed  tlieir  families  in  the  aftermath  of 
Hurricane  Mitch  are  once  again  in  need  of  Mississippi  Baptists’  help, 
according  to  the  leaders  of  the  state  convention's  disaster  relief  efforts. 


Centrists  tout  a  gei-out-the-vote  campaign  for  Daniel  Vestal,  candidate 
for  president  at  the  1909  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  Las  Vegas,  dur¬ 
ing  the  "Here  We  Stand"/symposium  in  Nashville.  The  meeting  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  Baptists  Comifcitted  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 


Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly  is  the  new  name  of  the  Henderson  Point 
assembly  property  in  Paaa  Christian,  recently  purchased  by  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention,  according  to  Chester  L.  Quaries,  executive  secretary 


Jesus  Christ  ^ 

O0SD  -j£ 
Requests  the 

Tt:  HcWWOf  i 

Your 

JL  Presence 
iJr  in  Heaven! 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  warns: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(7  have  sinned .) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 

death.  0  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  die  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (1 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"  "But  as  many  as  received  him , 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name."  (John  1:12 f 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 
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Matthew  10.27 


May  7,  2009  Housetops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  s  (  ommunication  Services. 
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stassociahoftGyv'hoo.com  or  call  662-289-4294 

16 
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662-289-4293  or  E-mail  Altaic  Baptist  Association  at 
abaamdbwGbeBsoudt.net 
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Temple  Baptist 
Church/West  Campus 

5220  Highway  11  Hattiesburg 
Saturday,  May  30,  2009 
00 


Refresh  is  o  church  leadership  training  tonfwwte  for  pastors,  bt-Yoaiiwt!  _  _ 

ministers,  church  staff  leaders  ond  volunteer  workers  who  are  interested  ®  Z™ 

sharpenti*  skis  and  finding  spiritual  refreshment.  The  oneday  forme!  pre-  »wec  JE* 

serves  your  Him  ond  maximizes  your  opportunity  to  choose  nurses  of  inter-  SpartontM9  -  - 

est.  looks** the shortlist  that  foHews and  get  detwled  information from 
yeer  Assedotionol  Missions  Director,  or  on  the  Weh  of  www.nhch.0r9  • 

Click  oe  the  KFtESH  link.  Cest:  $1®  which  will  include  lunch.  *720!? 

Preregistration  is  not  required.  hmh,  ms 


Tony  Msrido  Tommy  King 

TaaebiwIWbr  IWw 
TnffeK  weamComy 


2009  STATE  SINGLES 
RETREAT 

May  16  &  17 
Central  Hills,  Kosciusko 

Toth  AnnlvTrTary  | 

Theme:  “ Single  Life  with  a  Plus" 

To  register  call  1-800-748-1651,  ext.  216.  Or 
mail  fee  to  MBCB  Conference  Ministry  Office, 
PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205. 


Church  Growth  &  Missions 

Tammv  Andereon. ..Family  Mission  Projects 
Peggy  Rrock...  Leading  a  Child  to  Faith  in  Christ 
Steve  Davis... Deacons  in  Ministry 
Rick  Howerton... Small  Group  Ministry 
Mike  McCool ...The  Innovative  Church 
George  Ross... The  Need  for  Planting  Churches  in  a 
Churched  Culture 

Rick  Sayger  ..Building  Bridges  to  Reoch  the  Unchurched  in  Your  Community 
Wade  Steelman... Mentoring  Church  Leaders  and 
Initiating  a  Mentoring  Launch 
Cindy  Townsend  .  .  .  Refresh  Your  Women's  Ministry 
GastAn  Romero... VIDA  DEVOTIONAL 


v 


Ministry 

Ann  Sdwards.  ..  Current  Trends  in  Preschool  Ministry 
Angie  Reydstun... Current  Trends  in  Children's  Ministry 


Jason  Hayes... Current  Trends  in  Young  Adult  Ministry 
Alan  Raughton  ..Current  Trends  for  Reaching 
Boomers  and  Busters 


T.W.  Hunt 

The  Personal  and 
Spiritual  Growth  of  a  Leade 
Lavon  Gray 
Ministers  of  Music 
Tommy  King 
Balancing  o  Bi-Vocationol 
Ministry  and  UfeStyle 
Tony  Merida 
The  Nuts  and  Bolts  of 
Preparing  for  Sunday 
Stove  Stone 
Knowing  ond  Doing  > 
the  Will  of  God 


AH  lft^thgrodGchikiron  who  ore  coming  with  than  parenb  to  the  Refresh  Conference  at 

Baptist  Church  on  Saturday,  May  30,  ore  invited  to  portiapato  in  a  Missions  Extravogcmia.  We  ore  going  on  on  imaginary 
^rncy  to  sevwd  countries  mrtePcwfk  Km.  IneachamRry.wevflhearemissienQ^ 

Come  join  us  on  this  incredible  adventure  on  the  Orientbpressl 

Child  tore  wi  be  available  at  no  cost  lor  oil  preschoolers  who  are  coming  with  their  parents  by  the  Preschool  Ministry 

OeptHlmoiri  at  TetnploBai^Clwfch.l^hMcosJkx  tie  AiH  are  or  Missions  Exlravogonio.lwwevw 

pmegistrotion  is  required  The  cleod^  to  roglstm  fe  Fndoy,  Moy  To  registm  for  the  Missions  Extravagcnzo  or 

child  core,  please  dl  Dione  Howell in the  Preschool  ministry  Department  rtTempb  Baptist^ 

601-450-3069.  _ _ _ 


HOTEL  INFORMATION  •  Mkiatel  km  •  (601)  450  1592 
105  Wsdover  Drive,  Hattiesburg,  MS  •  39402 
Ask  for  Group  Code  Title.  REFRESH  Conference 
(Hotel  is  located  just  west  of  159  at  Exit  65  on  be  north  side  of  Highway  98) 

Sponsored  br.  Mississippi  Baptist  Cenrentkm  Board,  Teapk  Baptist  Church,  UfsWay  ChriUian  Resources  ond  Your  Local  AmowPoo 
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Lamentations  3.22-24 


i!|  "Fueled  by  FaKfT 
Professional  womens 


Send  an  MK  a  card 1 

7/1/91 

MISS  LAUREN  E.  TABOR 

Parents;  Michael  and  Jeana 
South  America 


7/13/89 

MR.  JOSHUA  BROWN 
Parents:  John  &  Claudia 
CESA 


FOR  SECURITY, 

?  cards  will 
be  forwarded. 
Please  send  all  to: 
Child's  name. 
Parent's  name, 
MBCBwMu 
MK  Birthdays, 
PO  Box  530, 
Jackson  MS  39205 
PLEASE  NOTE: 

Church  members  may 
send  a  package  of 
cards  together; 
cards  do  not 
have  to  be  sent 
individually 
to  the  wMu. 


Golossians  4*2-5  (paraphrase) 

Devote  yourselves  to  prayer  and  thanksgiving  (v2) 
Share  the  message  of  Christ  expectantly  (v3-4) 
Make  the  most  of  every  ministry  opportunity  (v5) 


7/17/01 

MISS  CHRISTINA  BEAMAN 

Parents:  Brad  &  Lenora 
Last  Frontier 


7/17/96 

MR.  GARRETT  BRIDGES 

Parents:  Randy  &  Kim 
South  America 


For  more  information,  contact  David  Michel 
at  (800)  748-165Lext.  231. 


7/18/08  , 

MR.  BENJAMIN  WORTHY 

Parents:  Charles  &  Shannon 
Western  Europe 


7/26/96 


Pray  for.  {1! 

a  team 

1  On  May  19-30  a  team 

1  (!}H  Senior  Adult 

n  Carey 

iii 

3a.  Ackerman  Church  children 


' 


1.  Holly  Church  Alcorn 
County,  recognizes  its 
Bible  drill  participants: 
Nathan  Hodum,  chil¬ 
dren's  driller;  iy  Dickson 
and  Jordan  Dickson, 
youth  drillers. 

2.  Liberty  Church,  Flowood, 

Buddies  and  Bible 
drillers.  These  drillers 
participated  in  the  state 
drill  Apr.  18. 

3.  Ackerman  Church, 
Ackerman,  recognizes  its 
Bible  drillers:  Children, 
Halea  Wood,  Ashton 
Beals,  Leanna  Carter, 
Jenifer  Bigley,  Logan 
Carter,  and  Hayes  Wood; 
youth,  Courtney  Blaine, 
Dayna  Presley,  Ellen 
Graves,  Jessica  Wilson, 
and  Victoria  Shanks. 

4.  Calvary  Church,  Bogue 
Chitto  recognizes  its  Bible 
drillers,  Kara  Beth  Crosby 
and  Jesse  Freeman. 

5.  Highland  Church, 

Natchez,  recognizes  its 
Bible  drillers:  Denise 
Collier,  Nathaniel 

Mullins,  Kimberly  Collier, 


6.  Fellowship  Church, 
Bellefontaine  recognizes 
its  Bible  drillers:  Brynn 


its  Bible  drillers:  Brynn 
Latham,  Rita  Robertson, 
Carolina  Denley,  and  Paul 
Vaughan. 

7.  Chester  Church, 

Ackerman,  recognizes  its 
Bible  drillers. 


lljSSIf  SIMI 

BAPTISTS 


If  mhi  knew  'on  had 

<a  \\<  wmi) 

l\(  OMI  IOK 
I  11  1.! 


What  would  you  do? 
Worry  less  about 
Outliving 
Your  assets? 

You  can  have  it  all! 


Vsk  us  about  S'  < 
Income  ( i  mu  111 
( iuaranlml 


L.D.  O'MIRE 

FINANCIAL  SERVICES 

Call  Us  At 

1-800-844-3254 


7a.  Chester  Church  youth 


7.  Chester  Church  children 


J l  s  i  For  i  hi  Record 


Williamsville  Church, 
Williamsville  is  hosting  the 
ABA  Family  Celebration, 
May  16, 10  am.  -  2  p.m.,  fea¬ 
turing  music  a  ventriloquist, 
puppets,  a  western  comedi¬ 
an,  games,  hot  dogs  and 
hamburgers,  and  exhibitors 
with  give-aways. 


ML  Pisgah  Church, 
Tallahatchie  County, 

ordained  David  Stroup  as 
deacon  Apr.  19. 


Visit  us  online  at 
www.mbcb.org 


3b.  Ackerman  Church  youth 
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hurch,  speaker;  Servants 

Quartet,  music. 

a.m.  — 

dinner  6.  Eureka  Church, 

:  Guy  Sandhill:  1 25th 

~  *  Hnnuarnmiriff  Mav  24: 


"‘rvstal 


In  Prayer  with  172  dresses 
and  91  pairs  of  pants. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 

3.  First  Church,  Flora,  broke 
ground  on  their  new  educa¬ 
tion  building  for  children 


buiidmg  will  house  dass- 
rooms  and  a  large  meeting 
and  activity  room,  and  wffl 
be  two  stories  with  20,000 
square  feet  Shown  are  the 
participants  in  the  ground- 
lieeeiang  ceremony. 

Crossgates  Church, 

Brandon,  will  host  a 
National  Day  of  Player 
service  at  the  church  May 
7,  11:30  ajm.  -  12-30 


, 


7  pjm.,  with  an  auction  of 
new  items  and  home¬ 
made  cafc#.  ' 

Corinth  Church, 

Heidelberg  will  host  the 
Barber  Brothers  Music 
May  9,  7  p.m.  A 
will  be  taken. 


William  Carey  2. 

University  will  break 
ground  for  phase  I  of  the 
new  College  of 
Osteopathic  Medicine 
Thursday,  May  7  at  1:30 
p.m.  at  the  construction 
site  near  Thomas 
Business  Building  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus.  The 
WCU-COM  will  be  the 
thirtieth  such  school  in 
the  U.S.  and  is  anticipat¬ 
ed  to  open  in  the  fan  of 
2010.  More  than  100  mil-  3. 
lion  patients  visit  doctors 
of  osteopathic  medicine 
CD.O.s)  each  year.  Fifteen 
percent  of  those  D.O.s 
practice  in  small  towns 
and  rural  areas.  The  pub¬ 
lic  is  invited  to  attend  4. 
this  significant  event.  A 
reception  will  follow  the 
groundbreaking.  For 
more  information  call 
<601)  318-6495. 


3.  first  Church,  Flora 


The  NAIA  has  announced 
the  host  sites  for  the  2009 
NAIA  Baseball  National 


12-15.  Out  of  i  pool  of  15 
potential  hosts,  William 
Carey  University  has  been 
selected  based  on  stan¬ 
dards  set  by  die  National 
Administrative  Council 
(NAC)  and  die  hosts'  geo¬ 
graphic  location. 

William  Carey  University 
president  Tommy  King 
announced  that  there 
would  be  no  increase  in 
tuition  for  the  2009-2010 
academic  yew. 

Two  Southern  Baptist  lead¬ 
ers,  Jim  Futral,  executive 
director-treasurer  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist 

Convention  Board 

(MBCB),  and  Charles 
"Chuck"  Kelley,  Jr.,  presi- 


Cfaurcb, 


followed  by  noon  meal. 


1.  West  Shady  Grove 

Church,  Eupora,  has 
called  John  Windell 

Lancaster  as  pastor. 


Forest  Church,  forest,  has 
called  Josh  Raybon  as  min¬ 
ister  of  youth  and  educa¬ 
tion.  Shown  are  Raybon 
and  his  wife,  Candace  . 


»  r  .2. 


2.  The  Ravbons 


dent  of  the  New  Orleans 
Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  (NOBTS),  will 
speak  at  graduation  cere¬ 
monies  at  William  Carey 
University  in  Hattiesburg 
and  New  Orleans.  Futral 
will  address  182  of  the  658 
students  at  the  ceremony 
honoring  graduates  of  the 
master's  programs  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus  May 
15  at  7  p.m.  in  me  Smith 
Auditorium.  Kelley  will 
address  52  nursing  under¬ 
graduate  and  graduate 
students  May  ‘2  .at  6  pan. 
ill  Leaveil  Chapel  on  the 
New  Orleans  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  cam¬ 
pus. 

>.  President  Bettye  Rogers 
Coward  announced  today 
that  Blue  Mountain 
College  would  become  a 
tobacco- free  campus  effec¬ 
tive  May  1. _ 


OUR  MOTHER  THE 
TRIP  OF  A  LIFETIME! 

Gift  Certificates  Available 


}uly  4^4$-  ■  «***»■  -**  * * 

Aug  17*2S .  .  . .  .  . 
Ott.  7-17 _ _ 

. . Yellowstone,  Tctorw,  Ruahmore,  k  much  mow. 

. . . . . . .Creation  Tour  Grand  Canyon 

. (only  20  w<ti  left)  Historic  New  England 

Nov.  16-21 . . 

. . . . . .  Smnhy  Mountain  Christmas 
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21-28;  2:1-2 


Hannah's  Sorrow 


Explore  the  Bible 

Rebellion:  A  Path  to  Ruin 


Mlcah  1:1-2:13 


Rebellious,  out  of  control  lives 
are  prominent  in  the  news  each 
Adults  who  defy  authority 
misuse  of  company 
nds'  and  others  who  demon¬ 
strate  their  rebellion  by  exploit¬ 
ing  the  innocent  are  a  few  of 
today's  headlines.  In  addition, 
we  read  ahoutyoung  adults  who 
are  determined  to  express  their 
insuraenoe  through  violence  on 


insurgency  through  violence  on 
unsuspecting  victims  in  public 
facilities.  Is  anyone  interested  in 
following  God/  Is  there  a  duster 
of  Godly,  holy  people  who  want 
to  live  life  Grid's  way?  Mlcah 
must  have  asked  these  same 
questions  as  he  begins  his  judg¬ 
ment  on  die  Northern  and 
Southern  Kingdoms, 

Revelation  from  the  Lord 
(Mlcah  U) 

Micah  was  a  contemporary  of 
the  prophet  Isafeh.  He  was  from 
the  city  of  Moresheth.  This  dty 
was  about  25  miles  southwest  of 


Jerusalem  on  the  border  Bill 

lands  between  Judah  and  ■ 
the  Philistines.  Micah 
ministered  during  around  B< 
740-700  B.G  God  deliv¬ 
ered  messages  to  both  to 
Northern  Kingdom  (Israel)  and 
the  Southern  Kingdom  (Judah) 
through  Micah.  This  introduction 
in  which  the  nations  were  identi¬ 
fied  serves  to  bring  die  two  guilty 
parties  to  attention  as  in  a  court¬ 
room  trial  setting 

Response  to  Rebellion 
(Micah  1:2-5) 

God  communicates  to  His 
people  His  displeasure  at  their 
disobedience  and  that  judgmoit 
is  eminent  The  imagery  that  God 
uses  in  verses  3  and  4  served  to 
communicate  to  Israel  and  Judah 
that  there  would  be  no  escape 
from  and  no  defense  for  God's 
judgment.  If  the  mountains  and 
valleys  cannot  stand  before  Him, 
what  hope  does  sinful,  rebellious 
man  have?  Micah  leaves  no 
doubt  that  God's  wrath  would  be 


I  visited  on  both  the 
Northern  and  die 
Southern  Kingdoms. 
Just  as  God's  judgment 
of  Israel's  rebellion  is 
documented  in  His 
word;  we  need  to, be 
reminded  today  that 
God  does  not  ignore 
sin,  especially  the  sin  of 
man  those  who  claim  Him 
as  their  God. 

Results  of  Rebellion  (Micah 
b&S) 

Hie  Northern  Kingdom 
would  experience  God's  wrath 
first  Mkah  refers  to  the  idols  and 
die  harlotry  of  Israel,  making  it 
dear  that  what  ultimately  trig¬ 
gered  God's  judgment  was  die 
choice  His  people  had  made  to 
follow  other  Gods.  AD  of  the 
worldly  gain  Israel  had  accumu¬ 
lated  would  be  stripped  away. 
Micah  prophesied  die  coming 
judgment  on  Samaria,  the  capital 
dty  of  Israel.  This  was  fulfilled  in 
722  B.C.  when  Samaria  fell  to  the 
Assyrians  and  was.  completely 
destroyed.  Sadly,  the  fortunes 
amassed  by  Israel  would  be  used 
by  die  Assyrians  to  build  their 
own  idols.  In  graphic  imagery, 
Mkah  expressed  nis  heartbreak 
over  the  pending  judgment 


awaiting  IsraeL  God  expects  His 
people  to  be  faithful  to  Him  and 
be  mindful  of  their  influence  on 
the  world. 

Ruin  of  Rebellion 
(Micah  2:1-4*) 

God  was  not  only  displeased 
with  brad's  apostasy,  but  with 
die  unethical  behavior  they 
demonstrated  toward  one  anoth¬ 
er.  Micah  describes  premeditated 
deceitfulness  by  the  powerful 
and  wealthy  which  is  then  car¬ 
ried  out  on  the  innocent  even 
with  violence.  Self  centered  cov¬ 
etousness  is  indicated  as  the 
motivation  for  these  sins  against 
humanity  God  was  including  the 
sins  Israel  committed  against  one 
another  in  His  indictment  of  die 
nation  As  if  turning  their  back  on 
God  was  not  enough,  Israel  had 
now  chosen  to  act  unjustly 
toward  each  other.  Goa  had 
warned  Israel  not  to  commit  the 
very  crimes  that  He  was  now 
using  to  pronounce  their  judg¬ 
ment.  It  seems  incomprehensible 
that  Israel  would  choose  to  bla¬ 
tantly  disobey  God's  dear 
instructions  and  warnings. 

What  a  difficult  message 
Mkah  was  given  to  dehver  to  the 
people.  God's  judgment  was 
coming  and  it  would  not  be 


pleasant  or  avoidable.  While  it  is 
easy  to  look  back  and  simple  ask 


God?"  Scripture  reveals  the 
downward  spiral  of  die  chosen 
nation  that  ultimately  ends  in 
their  expulsion  from  die 
Promised  Land. 

Are  we  any  different  than 
Israel?  As  individuals  and  as  a 
nation  do  we  not  often  choose 
to  violate  the  dear  instructions 
of  God?  It  reminds  me  of  die 
statement  "If  you  do  not  learn 
from  history,  you  are  destined 
to  repeat  it*  What  can  we  feam 
from  the  tragic  choices  of 
Israel?  First  of  all,  God  desires 
and  deserves  our  unwavering 
devotion  toward  Him.  Second, 
we  are  to  be  His  witnesses, 
ambassadors  in  the  world  in 
which  we  live.  And  finally,  how 
we  treat  one  another  is  a  direct 
reflection  on  the  status  of  our 
relationship  with  Him.  Does 
the  way  we  worship  and  serve 
God,  glorify  Him  in  our  circles 
of  influence,  and  treat  one 
another  demonstrate  that  we 
are  God's  people? 

Bowman  is  Minister  of 
Connection,  first  Church,  Brandon. 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 

g®  and  photographs  of  special  events 
take  place  In  cooperating  churches  of 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention, 
tows  submitted  tor  publication  in  The 
$st  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
es)  neatly  printed  os  8  1/2  by  11-inch 
er,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
is  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arts- 
s  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 
wW  be  accepted  over  foe  telephone. 

New*  may  bo  subfflfead  etedronfcaty  to  tie 
address  brink  and  mud  be  contained  ri  the  mtxr 
sage  segment  of  an  emal  farm.  Due  to  imearing 
uta&iWN*  t»  m  atochmerts  accepted 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


Photogn^aflactTnentsareperrrteatte 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Indude 
the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts  are 
not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may  be  used  i 


submkted  as  a  JPEG  «#  via  either  (a)  e-mal. 
(b)  three-and-a-haR  Inch  floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CO 
Photos  must  be  dew,  sharp,  and  weMghted. 
Cel  phone  photographs  and  other  low  resoiu- 
tton  Hams  are  genentfy  not  pubishabte. 
Photographs  can  not  be  returned.  Please 
do  not  attach  photoewtth  tope  or  stoptee. 
Al  news  items  are  subject  to  edtong,  and  afl 


photographs  are  subject  to  cropping. 
Photographs  must  depict  people.  No  land¬ 
scape-.  bulking-,  or  object-only  photographs 
wl  be  printed.  News  items  andtor  photographs 
cwi  be  pubished  one  time  orfy  News.  Rems 
andfor  photographs  depicting  benefits  and 
seMtias  to  9ectJar  or  outside  organizations  wft 
not  be  pubished.  Deadine  for  submitting  news 
is  one  week  prior  to  requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space -available  basis 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530  FAX:  (601)  292-3330.  E-matt: 
baptist  record  @  nrtocb.org. 
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on  May  12  at  First  Church, 
Florence.  The  dinner  begins 
at  6:30  p.m.  and  all  area 
ladies  are  invited  to  attend. 
Tickets  may  be  purchased  for 
$10  by  calling  the  church  at 
(601)  845-7578.  Chikkare  is 
also  available  on  request 

11.  Moca  Hill  Church,  New 
Albany:  VBS,  June  1-5, 
5:30  -  8:30  p.m. 


4,  First  Church  Kosciusko  deacon  ordination 


12.  Fact 
Split 

'  <m 


Church,  Ocean 
,  hosted  Ruth 
(right),  101 -year-old 


missionary  emeri  tuls  recent¬ 
ly.  She  is  shown  with  Kristy 
Carr,  WMU's  Volunteer 
Connection  coordinator, 
who  had  come  to  speak  to 
the  senior  adults  at  the 
dhurdv 


12.  Carlisle  and  Carr 

Is  recent-  13.  The  f 
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The  Family  Cx^ebrartfon  at 
Neshoba  Baptist  Center, 

Philadelphia*-  scheduled 

for  May  9,  fas  been  cut- 
relied.  Tor  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (601)  656-1820, 


May  7, 200^ 
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